


¥ ‘A'? k

PROGRAM NOTES The fourth movemer TN

(Notes by the composers) loud, and fast. b ;
FAST DANCES (2014) — Nico Muhly Fast Dances was commi
Fast Dances is a series of five short movements for two harps. by the Cha
Each movement is a sort of thythmic étude with slowly shifting Prograr
harmonies. The first movement takes a few perpetual motion The .

lines and splits them, pitch by pitch, between the two players.
The second movement is a game about dividing the measures W,
simultaneously into 2, 3, and 6 beats. The third movement— h
the slowest—is a meditation on a long, slow, downward

scale, with one harp playing 5 beats to the bar and the

other playing 4.
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SCORPIONS (2016) —

Paul Patterson. The name of the group, Duo Scorpio, and particularly the simultaneous date of the birthdays of Katie and Kristi, both
born on November 5th 1982, inspired me to base the main melodic line of the work on the 6 numbers of their birthday. The system I used to find and create

this melody was to start on C the lowest note of the harp and give numbers from 1-12 to all the notes in the chromatic scale. So, for example, their birthday,
11/5/1982, would produce the notes E Bb C Ab G Db.

The opening chord contains all 6 digits of their birthday. There is a strong element of dissonance giving the immediate sense of conflict and competition between
the two scorpions whose space is being invaded by the other!

The work starts with a fiery exchange of notes including many percussion effects, such as tapping the
body of the instruments as if they were drums, plus clapping and stamping of the feet.
: The birthday motif is extended and passed around th

the conﬂlct b;twee the two harps develops and

layers in aggressive ways as
se of pedal glissandi be-

e. After an intensive series of interactive passages, the turmoil
e atmosp]gere becomes calmer as the scot

irthday mo ti B

ions start to relax

| eaotrmg' more tranquil w1th e use of soothing
c ordgéent e harmonics an& atmospheric glissandos. Followmg this
! w1th a few intrusions, the energy gradually s to build, leading into
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ed into a high-spirited
: e stmg in their tail, as you
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TWO BRIDGES (2014) — Andy Akiho
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Fast Dances*** (2014) 13'54” - Nico Muhly
1. No. 1

No. 2

No. 3

No. 4

No. 5

Rival of Mars* (2015) 801" — Christopher Dietz
Scorpions™ *** (2016) 12'18” — Paul Patterson
Harp Dance* (2013) 6'52” - Ferdinando DeSena
9. Magnetic* (2014) 629" — Giovanni Piacentini

Two Bridges* *** (2014) 14'26” - Andy Akiho
10. 1883
11. Audio Sun
12. 1909

TOTAL TIME: 6206
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“World Premiere Recordings, Commissioned by Duo Scorpio
** Commissioned through a Grant from Chamber Music America
*** Commissioned through a Grant from The American Harp Society

Produced by Adam Abeshouse

This record was made possible in part by an award

08532

from the Classical Recording Foundation
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